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down  through  the  years 


THE  STORY  OF  A  PEOPLE'S  LOVE  FOR  THEIR  CITY 


Dedicated  to  the  citizens  of  San  Francisco;  to  those 
pioneers  whose  courage  and  devotion  gave  the  city  its 
foundations  secure;  to  the  men  and  women  who  in 
later  years  carried  those  hold  beginnings  to  a  city  of 
world  stature;  and  to  those  citizens,  present  and  fu- 
ture, to  ivhom  this  rich  heritage  has  been  entrusted. 


81I1  ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  THE  HOUSING  AUTHORITY  OF  THE  CITY  AND  COUNTY  OF  SAN  FRANCISCO 


To  understand  a  city  and  meamre  its 
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1776      THE  MISSION  FOUNDED  BY  THE  SPANISH  PADRES 


Only  men  of  great  courage  and  women  of  stout  heart  had  the  will  to  endure  the  trip  to  the 


Golden  Gate.  They  came  by  covered  wagon  and  over  the  long,  hazardous  sea  route  around 


Si^ 


THE  CENTENNIAL  OF  AMERICAN  POSSESSION 


1947 


the  Horn  or  across  the  steaming  jungles  of  Panama.  And  here  on  the  sand  dunes  inside 
the  fabuhnis  Golden  Gate,  in  the  shadow  of  seven  hills,  they  spawned  a  city  of  destiny. 


¥^ 

San  Francisco  endured  great  trials  .  .  . 


.  . .  but  out  of  the  ashes  rose  a  magic  city  .  .  . 


Just  as  steel  is  tempered  in  the  white-hot  fire,  so  San  Francisco  endured  great  trials  of  her 
strength.  Time  and  again  conflagrations  swept  over  her.  But  each  time  the  city  was  rebuilt, 
better  than  it  was  before.  Then  on  the  morning  of  April  18,  1906,  when  San  Francisco  had 
climbed  up  the  slopes  of  its  storied  hills  and  spread  to  the  edge  of  the  Pacific,  the  city  was 
shaken  by  temblor  and  ravaged  by  flame.  A  world  mourned  the  passing  of  a  city  it  had  grown 
to  love,  but  the  world  did  not  know  the  eternal  qualities  those  pioneers  had  put  into  the  soul 
of  San  Francisco.  Before  the  stones  were  cold  people  were  planning  a  bigger  and  better  San 
Francisco.  Magnificent  structures  for  its  mercantile  and  commercial  life.  Rl  -idential  sub- 
divisions that  were  to  be  a  pattern  for  homes  in  many  cities.  A  world  capital  was  emerging. 


a  few  years  after  the  great  Fire  San  Francisco 


This   great   exposition  was 


planned  and  built  to  prove  to 


the  world  that  San  Francisco  did 


live  on,  a  city  truly  eternal. 


Many  said  it  was  impossible,  but  with  that  same  traditional,  indomitable  spirit  two  great 


arms  were  swung  across  the  bay — the  world's  largest  structures  of  their  kind,  the  Golden 
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planned  an  exposition  of  surpassing  beauty 


Gate  and  San  Francisco  Bay 


Bridges.  Tlie  Golden  Gate  In- 


ternational Exposition,  built  on 


the  worlds  largest  man-made 


island,  celebrated  the  event  that  bound  together  in  bands  of  mighty  steel  the  city's  amazing 


metropolitan  empire.  It  was  an  epoch,  opening  new  horizons,  changing  the  pattern  of  living. 
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.  .  .  and  then  the  city  gave  thought  to  those 


And  then  the  city  took  time  out  from  these  major  labors  and  gave  thought  to  some  of 
her  people  with  whom  life  had  not  dealt  too  generously.  There  was  a  growing  consciousness 
— a  consciousness  that  held  slums  and  slum  conditions  of  life  to  be  intolerable.  San  Fran- 


cisco wanted  her  people,  regardless  of  station  in  life,  to  say  "This  is  a  good  place  to  live." 
So  it  was  that  in  1938  the  San  Francisco  Housing  Authority  was  named  and  the  first  steps 


taken  to  bring  good,  clean,  healthful  living  conditions  to  a  considerable  number  of  citizens. 


with  whom  life  had  not  dealt  too  generously 


It  was  a  momentous  occasion.  Only  time  would  fully  appraise  its  importance  yet  the  future 
could  be  foreseen.  Just  as  the  building  of  the  two  great  bridges  marked  the  passing  of  the 
ferry  boats  and  the  closing  of  one  chapter  so  the  creation  of  the  Housing  Authority  meant 
the  ultimate  elimination  of  all  blighted  areas  and  the  complete  restoration  of  the  city  to  a 
vital,  virile  community.  The  people's  awareness  and  approval  of  the  program  was  quick 


to  manifest  itself.  San  Francisco  had  passed  another  milestone  on  the  road  to  destiny. 


Holly  Courts 

, . .  for  these  a  new  way  of  living  emerged . . . 


The  first  bold  venture  was  the  selection  of  Holly 

Courts  in  the  outer  Mission.  Opened  in  1940,  it  had 

the  distinction  of  being  another  step  in  the  war 

against  slums.  It  was  the  first  such  project  west  of 

the  Mississippi.  Here  in  a  lovely  garden  setting  one 

hundred  eighteen  families  taken  out  of  substandard  dwellings  found  a  new  meaning  in 

family  life  and  citizenship  in  a  forward  looking  community.  Although  this  was  but  a  be- 
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Potrero  Terrace 


.  .  .  modernly  planned  communities  .  .  . 


ginning  it  was  an  inspiring  one.  Potrero  Hill  was 

next  attacked  and  more  than  a  million  cubic  yards 

I  VL^.  -■-         :^^^Hf  ^^1  of  dirt  was  moved  in  order  to  ease  the  contours  and 

provide  an  impressive  site  for  Potrero  Terrace.  Four 
hundred  sixtv-nine  families  moved  out  of  the  squalor 
of  slums  into  the  bright  sunshine  and  fresh  air  of  a  modernly  planned  apartment  type  neigh- 
borhood. And  with  it  all  they  found  preserved  the  garden-like  features  of  Holly  Courts. 
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Sunnydale  Play  Area 
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sunny  play  areas  replacing  dark  alleyways 


An  Alleyway  Play  Yard 
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Sunnydale 


garden  settings  for  happy^  healthy  home  life 


No  more  iilleyway  play  yards  for  children,  no  more  wretched  poverty;  but  in  place  of  these 
all  of  the  safety  factors  for  moulding  good,  clean  youth  into  future  useful  citizenship.  It 
was  a  banner  day  when  Sunnydale.  situated  on  a  pleasing  rolling  site,  opened  its  doors.  Out 
of  the  dismal  tenements  and  hovels  of  unbelievable  neglect,  out  of  the  squalor  and  mean- 
ness that  only  today's  congested  areas  can  produce,  came  seven  hundred  seventy-two  fami- 
lies—  yes,  772  families  —  into  the  brightness  and  newness  and  goodness  of  Sunnydale. 
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Valencia  Gardens 


.  .  .  this  is  a  good  place  in  which  to  live  .  .  . 


And  now  the  tramp  of  feet  out  of  the  slums  could  be 


heard  in  all  sections  of  the  city  where  blight  was  reach- 


ing its  long  strangling  fingers.  The  march  was  truly 


under  way.  Lovely  Valencia  Gardens  was  next  to  be  fin- 


ished, actually  after  Pearl  Harbor.  Here  two  hundred 


forty-six  families  left  the  degradation  of  miserable  substandard  dwellings  for  these  new  mod- 
ern homes  a  generous  public  had  made  possible.  A  new  community  design  began  to  unfold. 
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Weslside  Courts 


a  new  concept  of  community  responsibility 


Next  was  Westside  Courts,  interesting  in  that  here 


an  entire  block  of  some  of  the  citys  worst  slums  were 


razed  to  make  way  for  this  new  concept  of  community 


responsibility.  There  was  a  growing  feeling  that  a 


definite  relationship  exists  between  a  good  home 


and  good  citizenship.  Here  was  an  impressive  revelation  in  city  rehabilitation — a  wretched 
neighborhoud  replaced  by  pleasant  modern  homes  to  house  one  hundred  thirty-six  families. 
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Here  they  are  .  .  . 


add  them  up  .  .  . 


Holly  Courts^  118  families^  plus  .  . 
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Sunnydale^  772  families^  plus  .  .  . 


Potrero  Terrace^  469  families^  plus 
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Valencia  Gardens^  246  families^  plus 


West  Side  Courts^  136  families 
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One  thousand . . . 


seven  hundred  forty-one  .  .  . 


One  thousand,  seven  hundred  forty-one  families,  where  children  learned  a  new  meaning 
of  the  happiness  of  childhood;  where  mothers  found  modern  conveniences  to  replace  the 
derelict  equipment  of  slums,  where  fathers  found  new  inspiration  in  working  to  bring  home 
wages  for  the  food  and  comforts  of  his  family  group.  San  Franciscans  could  say  "This  is  good." 


Mothers  found  modern  conveniences 
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San  Francisco  Naval  Shipyard,  Hunters  Point 
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December  7th,  1941 


And  then  came  Pearl  Harbor!  Slum  clearance  had  to  give  way  to  the  graver  national  emer- 
gency of  total  war.  But  the  way  out  had  been  blazed.  San  Francisco  was  better  able  to  meet 
its  great  war  test  because  of  Holly  Courts,  Potrero  Terrace,  Sunnydale,  Valencia  Gardens 
and  \^estside  Courts,  for  one  thousand,  seven  hundred  forty -one  families  living  in  these 
projects  were  living  normal,  healthful  lives.  Witii  the  coming  of  the  war  the  Navy  naturally 
looked  to  the  Housing  Authority  for  the  care  of  thousands  of  workers  brought  here  for  the 
San  Francisco  Naval  Shipyard.  A  gigantic  construction  program  was  cpiickly  undertaken. 
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.  .  .  not  by  magic  but  by  sheer  will .  .  . 


In  a  matter  of  months,  on  500  acres,  an  entire  city  with  a  population  of  approximately 
35,000  was  created,  not  by  magic  but  by  sheer  will  to  do  a  vital  job — and  do  it  with  dispatch 
and  economy.  San  Francisco  could  do  no  less  for  the  security  of  the  nation.  The  success  of 
its  war  on  land,  sea  and  air  in  the  fai-flung  theaters  of  the  Pacific  hung  in  the  balance. 


U.  S.  Navy  Drydock,  Hunters  Point 
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War  Housing,  Hunters  Point 
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Hunters  Point,  Double  Rock 

.  .  .  a  war  interlude  in  a  .  .  . 


Even  in  this  community  of  temporary  war  struc- 


tures, care  was  taken  to  carry  over  those  gains  in 


city  hving  achieved  in  permanent  housing  proj- 


ects. The  story  of  this  is  found  in  the  records  of 


Public  Health  and  Police  Departments.  But  this 


was  still  a  war  interlude  in  a  long-range  program  to  destroy  conditions  of  slum  living.  With 
war's  end  the  Housing  Authority  looked  to  the  pressing  obligations  that  came  with  peace. 
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Candlestick  Cove 


.  .  .  long  range  program  .  .  . 


A  first  concern  was  that  of  housinjz  returning 


veterans.  Theirs  has  been  the  highest  priori- 


ty on  all  vacancies.  And  because  San  Fran- 


cisco was  the  port  of  entry  for  those  coming 


back  from  long  imprisonment  in  enemy  prison 


camps,  temporary  refuge  was  given  entire  families  while  they  adjusted  themselves  to  their 
return  home.  For  the  Housing  Authority  this  was  a  period  of  transition  from  war  to  peace. 


25 


.  .  .  to  resume  the  offensive 

.  .  .  against  the  slum  way  of  life. 


While  this  period  of  transition  was  in  progress  everything  was  readied  for  the  real  joh — the 
offensive  against  the  slum  way  of  life.  Plans  have  been  brought  out  for  the  great  Chinatown 
community  which  the  war  shunted  aside;  for  the  imposing  development  in  North  Beach. 
Altogether  plans  have  been  prepared  for  some  1222  families  who  will  also  join  in  the  march 
toward  better  living  conditions.  The  problems  of  reconversion,  shortage  of  materials,  the 


Ping  Yuen  (Tranquil  Gardens) 
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North  Beach  Place 


I 
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cost  factor  and  other  influences  have  held  up  this  vital  work.  Pending  legislation  may  shortly 
open  the  way  to  a  resumption  of  slum  clearance  and  the  construction  of  low  iricome  housing 
on  a  scale  to  match  San  Francisco's  ambition  to  make  this  a  city  of  real  homes  for  all 
of  its  people.  Certainly  it  is  a  beginning  of  which  the  entire  community  can  be  proud. 
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De  Haro  Plaza 


DEVELOPMENTS  OF  THE  SAN  FRANCISCO  HOUSING  AUTHORITY 


12A 
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PERMANENT  HOUSING, 

Operating 

1.  Holly  Courts 

2.  PoTRERO  Terrace 

3.  sunnydale 

4.  Valencia  Gardens 

5.  Westside  Courts 

PERMANENT  HOUSING, 
Projected 

6.  North  Beach  Place 

7.  PiNC  Yuen — Chinatown 

8.  Glen  Crags 

9.  Bernal  Dwellings 

10.  Hunters  View — Now  occupied 
by  temporary  War  Housing 

11.  DeHaro  Plaza 

TEMPORARY  WAR  HOUSING 

12A  to  12H  inclusive 

Noiv  providing  temporary  housing 

facilities  for  7500  families. 

13.  Trailers 

VETERANS  EMERGENCY 
HOUSING 

14A,  B,  C 

14A  is  part  of  Hunters  Point 

Temporary  War  Housing 
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Bernal  Duellings 


Hunters  View 
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